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© Company, and its Progreſs from the Year 1 66 4; 
to 1677. forthe Satuf aftion of ſuch as defire ire 
* that Information, 
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NES W E cannot but judge well of your -Intentions,by 


ETE S the deſire you teſtifie in your Letters,to be in- # 
' formed of the Grounds and Motives that in- | 
2 duced us to procure the Ereftion of a Corpo- 

J AGEOT . ration of our Countreymien i in-Loxdon: And 4 
=> as We rejoyce to perceive you aRted by the -——< 
55 fameCharitable and Publick Spirit that mo- 8 


E LSE ved us, ſo we think it our Duty to fatisfie your 
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ful and great Works have had their Riſe from low and fortuitous Be- 
ginnings3 your own, and the experience of the World, being ſuft- 
ciently furniſhed with many Inſtances of this Nature ; yet that you 
may the more tully underſtand the Original and Progreſs of our So- 
ciety, by the accidental Motives and real Cauſes of its Eſtablithment : 
take the pains, Gentlemen,to be informed, 

That in the Year 1 66 4, a worthy Member of this Society, who is 
ſtil] alive, being viſited with a long Fit of Sickneſs, and in doubt of 
Life, refolved to communicate to the Poor of his Countrey ( whom he 
found'to be numerous, and under great ſtreights ) part of the Fruits of 
thoſe his Labors, which the Lord had been pleaſed to bleſs with Suc- 


ceſs. But his Charity having a'farther Proſpet than a preſent Supply 


to the Indigent at that time, and being willing to mortifie a Gift, that 
might be a ſtanding Stock for theRelief of the Poor not only of the 
preſent but future Ages; and to ſecure the ſame to Poſterity, as far as 
worldly Contingencies could permit, and beyond the uncertaintics of 
private Truſtees, whoſe ma]verſation or decay , often diſappoint the 


_ pious Intentions 'of Donors 3 he took thereupon the advice of 


Councel.' 


Their Anſwer aid Reſolution was, that his preſent Charity might be 
ſately enough diſtributed, but, that if ' his intention was to ſcttle a 
perpetual Stock, the uſe and improvement whereof might be a {tand- 
1ng Supply for the Poor of his Countrey, the ſureſt Expedient for that 
was to obtain Letters Patent from His Majeſty, for the e:efting of an 
Incorporation of Scots in Loxdon which having the Priviledges of a 
permanent and authorized Socigay, would be by Law impowred to act 
and oblige themſelves and Suokelides in ſuch a manner as no private 
Conſociation could. precterffl to, ' This Reſolution was iminediately 


imparted by the Sick Perſon to the'moſt ſober and diſcreet Men of 


our Countrey, who then had the direftion of that voluntary Countri- 


| bution, which by the name of Box-money was coll<Cted tor the uſe of, 


the Poor. They maturely weighed the matter firſt privately among 
themſclves, and then in.a general Meeting. of our Countreymen, who 
all foreſceing the advantages of the Delign,and applauding rhe Coun- 


_ cel, notwithſtanding their doubts of procuring the Patent, beſtir- 


red themſclves ſo zealouſly in that Afﬀair, that haying made applicatich 
to the Earl of Lauderdale,and made appear to him the proiitablencſs of 
that Proje@&, they obtained of His Gracious Majeſty.by the interce{ſion 


of the Ear], after a Reference and ſatisfaftory Report made to Kiis Ma-., 
jeſty on that Subject, a Patent in ample Form; *'which took place the. 
Third of Septexzber 1 6 6 5. and Mr. James Kinnizr was choſen fiilt . 


Maſter. 


ap ow 


So good a Work was almoſt ſtifled in the Birth 3 for the Contagious | 
aha which then diſpeopled Loxdox, and thoſe fatal Flames (which - 


the Year following by the deplorable ruine of the City purified it 


from InfeQion to the very foundation ;) if not wholly cruſhed , yet 


ſuſpended for.ſome time the execution of our good Intentions. Tm 
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diſinal Times, however, put not a ſtop to the main Wheel of Charity, 
for during the Sickneſs Year, when our Beginnings were but ſmall, 
there were Three hundred Scots, and of Scotifh.ExtraQtion, who dyed 
of the Flague 1n and about Loxdoz, buried at the Charge of the Com- 
pany, with as much decency as the Calamity of the Time would per-_ 
mit 3 and many who were Infected maintained, and taken care of, un- 

til they recovered, and by God's bleſling the Contagion ceaſed, with- 


Qut putting the ſeveral Pariſhes where they had lived to one Farthing 
of Expences. | ms? | 


Whil'{t the City lay buried under its own Rubbiſh, though many of 
our Members who had been ſcattered by theſe two heavy Viſitations, 
were again returned, and as earneſt in their deſires as formerly to pro- 
mote that Work of Charity ; yet the lowneſs of our Stock, which 
was hardly ſuihcient to ſupply the Neceſſities of the Poor that then lay 
upon us, made us almoſt deſpair of bringing our defigns to any accom- 
pliſhment. ' We wantcd a Hall for our Meetings, Ground to build up- 
on, and Money to purchaſe and effeCtuate both. Nevertheleſs 1ii the 
Year 1 6 7 o, the City having to admiration recovered, or rather out- 
dove much of its ancient ſplendor, we reſolved with revived hopes vi- 
goroully to ſet upon the performance of our long intended reſoluti- 
ons. To that etfe& having ſeveral times aſſembled the Body of our 
Company, to conſult about the meaſures we were to take, we at length 
had notice given usof a piece of waſte Ground in Black-Fryers,where 
formerly had ſtood a large dwelling Houſe belotiging to a Lady : ha- 
ving after a view found the Ground for our purpoſe, we made appli- 
cation tothe Lady for the Purchaſe. .She was unwilling to {cl rhe 


Ground right of her Inheritance, but being informed of the Pious and 
Charitable uſe that it wgs deligned 4or, ſhefrankly granced us a Leaſe 


of it for a Thouſand Years. Having laid this foundation, we again in 
ſeveral Meetings of the Corporation conſidered of the wayes of1aiſing 
Money to go on with our Buildings; and found fo great readineſs not 


only in the Members of our own Society, but alſo in ſeveral perſons:of 


worth and quality of our Nation, who liberally and bountifully both 
gave and lent us Money, upon no other Security but the Bond of the 
C orporation, that we were enabled in ſeveral Gradationsto. build, firſt 
four dwelling Houſes fronting the Street in Black-Fryers that leads to 
the River, with an Inſcription on the Frontiſprece, declaring them to 
be for the uſe of the Poor of our Countrey, which were finiſhed in 


the Year-16 7 T, next our Hall, and a Houſe contiguous to it, the. 


Hall having its Entry from the Street in Black-Fryers, and lying open 


to Bridewel/ Ditch, with an Emblem of Charity cut in Free Stone,and 
faſtened in the Wall, finiſhed in the Year 1 6 7 2. And laſtly another 
Houſe which ſtands upon a parcel of diſputed Ground that lay long 
undetermined, with a Kitchin and two Rooms over it for a Dwelling- 
houſe for our Beadle, which at the ſole Charge of the Members of the 
Company were finiſhed in the Years 16 7 5, and 7 6. The Charge 
of the whole Building, viz. Seven Dwelling-houſes, the Hall with two 
{mall Rooms adjoining to it, the Kitchin and two Rooms over it for 
the Beadle, by a true Computation, amounting to Four thouſand four. 


* hun- 
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hundred, and about fifty Pounds Ergliſh , no inconfiderable Sum to 


have been raiſed and disburſed in fo ſhort a time. And though the 
Corporation hath by ſuch a vaſtExpence contra&ted Debts ; yet when 


we conlider the chearful and free Contributions of thoſe who have al- 


ready concurred with ſo much Unanimity in that charitable Work,and 
the former experiences that we have had of the Goodneſs and Bleſ- 


ſing of Almighty God,in raifing us up many times unexpected Supports 


to our langwiſhing Hopes ; we cannot but confidently believe,that the 
like means may hereafter free us from Incumbrances, as have hitherto 
adyanced the Work in ſuch a progreſs to perfection : And the rather, 
that none of thoſe bountiful Benefators who have even above their 
Abilities contributed to the Work, have any reafoh from the ſacceſs 
of their honeſt Endeavors, to think their worldly Eſtates any way 
leſſened thereby 3 God Almighty, who charges as a Debt on Provi- 
dence what 15 chearfully given to thePoor, having many times imper- 
ceptible wayes to repay what that way'is lent to himſelf: And that 


. moreover all ſuch whoſe hands have been open in their Charity, beſides 


the inward ſatisfaction of Conſcience, the inſeparable Companion of 
Virtue, and the hopes of future Bli, the promiſed Reward of Well- 
doing, have alſo their Names and Benevolences recorded to Poſterity 
in a JargeSheet of Parchment hung up in the Hall, for their preſent ſa- 


tisfaction, and an encouragement to others hereafter to imitate their 


laudable Example, 


God Almighty having thus far proſpered our Endeavors, wethought 
1t convenient to have our Patent, which in ſome things was defective, 
and not rightly conceived, altered and enlarged. Accordingly having 


addreſſed our ſelves to his Grace'the Duke of Lauderdale, the Kings 


Moſt Excellent Majeſty, at the earteſt defire pf the Duke, has been 
Graciouſly pleaſed, to renew our Patent in ſuch full and ample form as 
was requiſite : And the Lord Chancellor of Ezg/azd, and other Offi- 
cers of State through whole hands 1t paſt, have with a Generous and 
Chafitable Liberality been pleaſed to diſcharge us of their uſual Fees 
to whoſe Noble Munificence we do acknowledge our ſ{elvesEternally 


obliged. Nor muſt we profes leſs Gratitude to the Magiſtrates and 
-Governors of this famous City of Loxdoz, who have not been wanting 


to encourage us by many Favors, and to many other Charitable Per- 
ſons of the Exgh;ſh Nation, who profeſling themſelves much taken with 
ſo laudable a work of Charity, have freely and bountifully afſiſted us 
with their Benevolence, which we hope will not be fruſtrated of Re- 
ward. 


Hitherto, Gentlemen, we have acquainted you with the Motives 
that gave Being to our Corporation, and with its Beginnings and Pro- 
oreſs to this preſent : We ſhall now briefly give you an Account of its 
Conſtitution and Government, with ſome few Inſtances, amongſt many 


others, of the Benefits and Advantages that may therefrom redound to - 


thePoor of our Countrey. 


The Corporation conſiſts then, of a Maſter, Eight Governors, Three 


and. 


7 | 
La thirty Aiſtants,with ſome ſubſervient Officers appolared by then: 
& Regiſter, Treaſurer, Stewards and Beadle, and of enteryd:Members. 
The Miſter is yearly choſen our of the Aftiſtants by the &tght Gover- 
tors, who are perpetual, and muſt be all Scotiſh men bok 


&<cn Maſter, is to be admitted, according to the true and genuine ſenſe 
d meaning of our Patent. Out of the Aſſiſtants, by the Maſter, 
Fovernors and Afliſtante, there is likewiſe yearly choſen a Treaſurer, 
Jhoin courſe falls to be Maſter : and who, to prevent all fraud and 
falverſation, by ſuffering the Money to be in ſcveral hands,is alone to 
Eceive the Companies Rents, which are collected by two Stewards al- 
red and of new elected every Quarter-day ; and at the Years end 1s 
give in his Accompts at a Publick Meeting, which being audited and 
{t the Balance, 1s to be delivered to the ſucceeding Treaſurer for the 
Blowing Year : ſo that the increaſe or diminution of the Publick 
fock, is puncually and publickly known every Year. 


| Itis to be.obſerved that in all Meetings concerning the Affairs of the 

Orporation, whatſoever is ſpent 15 not charged upon the Publick 
ck,but every one freely and without grudging pays his proportion, 
gough moſt have already conſiderably contributed to the Founda- 
IN. | 


—.  YNow as to the Advantages which che Roor may receive by this Cor- 


ration ſo conſtituted, they are many ; forLands may be cither pur- 
K(cd in the Name of the Corporation, or made over to them in truſt, 
be managed and improved for the uſe ot the Poor, with far more 
| Eurity than can be expected from any private Truſtees who are not 
ected in a lawful permanent Body. Legacies and Donations, of 
Fat nature ſoever, tending to the benefit of the Poor, may likewiſe 
made over to the Company ; whereby the Neceſſitous of our Coun- 
ty who are here decayed and aged, may, by way of Penſion, be ſup- 
gied, ſuch as fall Sick relieved and taken care of, ſuch as dye,decently 
Eried, and ſuch as want Money to go to their Native Countrey, fur- 
ſhed ; (Inſtances of all which we daily meet with in abundance : ) 
itnout Burden to the Pariſhes where they live, Charges to Strangers 
nongſt whom they have been, and Diſparagement to the Countrey to 
hich they belong; and this we think a Conſideration to be valued 
& all the ingenuous Lovers of their Countrey. We are likewiſe by 
r Patent enabled to be ſerviceable to our Countreymen beyand 
a, in performing the Wills of the Dead as Executors, and diſtribu- 
hg their Legacies amongſt their Friends as they ſhall appoint, or in 
ſpenſing the Charity of the Living, in the manner that themſelves 
Jall preſcribe, without fraud or prevarication,the nature of our Con- 
Dtution made up of ſo many Perſons whoſe private Intereſts are ſo 
: | B various, 


ETHOS my, + 


(6) 
yarious, and their publick ſo uniform, in no prebablility being like © 
admit of any; Many other Benefits you your ſelves may gather tr: 
the PriviledFes of ſuch an Incorporated Body, which we lhall norſþ © 
preſent, to your farther trouble enumerate, =  W1 


x 


To conclude, Gentlemen, weare fully perſuaded that your own * 
d1d Refleftions upon what we have above intimated to you, will x - - 
only incline you to approve our charitable performances in this kinf- : 
but alſo encourage you toaſſiſt us with your Counſels,and benevol: ; 
$ Concurrence in a Work of: ſo much advantage to the Indigent of Y * 
Et Countrey ; 1t being not only a Chriſtian duty, but in ſome manner} 
x ſo the Intereſt of all Men, eſpecially ſuch. as are abroad , to exe! 
their Charity in this way ; for whoſoever ſhall but conſult his own Y 
perience as to the ebbings and flowings of Temporal Goods, and I. 


many Revolutions of Providence, though Proſperity, at preſent, il 


—}: ſeem with a ſmile to invite his Soul to take its reſt, ſhall have real 

© 6 without a bluſh or ſhame, to think it not altogether impoſlible, but @ - 
I (if not) himſelf, yet ſome of his Relations who are dear to him, @- 
B at ſome time or other be obliged to that wherewith at preſent his FF 
| rity 1s pleaſed to oblige others. Though this be a Truth which. 
ſ uncertainty of worldly Enjoyments does taQ often canfirm,ye t as | | | 
x 


 ourDuty to wiſh well to all Men in General, fo particularly we 

WW . God that he would be pleaſed more and more fo to proſper you in} 
1 World, that you may have occaſion ta be fully fatisfied with your @ © 
| | Portion, and abundantly to ſupply the Neceſfities of others; ani 
grant you 


1 1n the next the lot of the Righteous, and the rewarl. 


E . A r 


Well-doers: This is the hearty and earneſt wiſh of, 


GENTLEMEN, 


. Your afſeFionate Brethren qnd Countreymen, 


JOHN RENNEY preſent 


